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NRH is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of representatives from Regional Council, tenants, housing providers and the public-at-large from across Niagara.
From left to right – Shirley Cordiner, Tim Rigby, Karen Murray (Chair), Catherine Jolliffe, David Barrick, George Marshall, Patrick O’Neill, Henry D’Angela,
Karen Blackley, Alan King, Betty Ann Baker, Barbara Hannah, John Osczypko. Absent – Bruce Timms

NRH Vision:

affordable, accessible and quality housing for all residents

NRH Mission:

expand opportunities that make affordable housing an integral part of building
healthy and sustainable communities in Niagara

Message from our Chair
2011 was an exciting year for affordable housing. At the
beginning of 2011, the impact of the Province’s Long Term
Affordable Housing Strategy, “Building Foundations: Building
Futures” had begun to take hold. With its emphasis on
people, partnerships, flexibility and accountability, this longterm strategy would form the basis for the replacement of the
Social Housing Services Act (SHRA). The SHRA’s replacement,
the Housing Services Act (HSA) was introduced in 2011
and set a new vision for housing in Ontario focusing on an
affordable housing system that would “improve access to
adequate, suitable and affordable housing and provide a solid
foundation on which to secure employment, raise families and
build strong communities”
Niagara Regional Housing (NRH) is enthusiastic about the
changes expected through the strategy and legislation, as
they are designed to permit more local flexibility and planning
for affordable housing. In accordance with the HSA, Niagara
will have a new Housing and Homeless Delivery Plan in 2014.
This means that there will be extensive consultations in 2012

and 2013 as we seek community input. The Delivery Plan will
outline current and future local housing needs and set goals
to meet those needs. Consultations are critical to creating a
plan that will guide Niagara as we adapt to our changing
social economy.
We are also excited about the development of the Broadoak
community in Niagara Falls, which is a model of environmental
stewardship. By taking advantage of sustainable energy
sources such as geothermal and solar, the new Broadoak
community is a model for the future in providing more efficient
and responsible utility costs.
On behalf of the Board and Staff of NRH, I would like to thank
all of our tenants and community partners who work so hard
to make positive contributions to NRH communities and the
neighbourhoods surrounding them. Together, we will continue
to build healthy communities throughout Niagara.
—Karen Murray, Board Chair
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Finances
2011 Expenses
1.4%
7.7%

9.1%
Administration
Program Subsidy
NRH Unit Expenses
Debentures & Mortgages
Transfer to Reserves
Total

31.5%
50.3%

Briar Rose Cooperatives (Welland)
and Vineyard Cooperatives
(Beamsville)
Briar Rose and Vineyard used the Province’s
Renewable Energy Initiative (REI) funding
to install photovoltaic systems on their
roofs to generate electricity and sell energy
back to the Ontario Power Authority to
create revenue for their. communities. Many
housing providers in Niagara have used
this fund for solar panels roofs and to build
walls to heat their buildings. In total, 48
providers have been assisted through REI
and the Federal- Provincial Social Housing
Renovation and Retrofit Program (SHRRP).

$ 4,805,162
$26,438,346
$16,563,783
$ 4,054,455
$ 718,691
$52,580,437

9.1%
50.3%
31.5%
7.7%
1.4%
100.0%

2011 Revenues
18.2%

25.0%

4.0%

Federal Funding
Provincial Funding
Niagara Region Funding
Rent and Miscellaneous
Total

$ 9,593,239
$ 2,085,261
$27,757,884
$13,144,053
$52,580,437

18.2%
4.0%
52.8%
25.0%
100.0%

52.8%

NRH also has a capital budget that is approved by the NRH Board and Regional Council on
an annual basis of $3,576,050. This funding is used to replace building components that
have reached their life expectancy and provide residents with healthy living environments.

Affordable Housing Wait List

The wait list for affordable housing has increased significantly since the downturn in the
economy in 2008. Over the three year period there was a 33 per cent increase with 5567
households (10,198 people) waiting for an opening in affordable housing at the end of
2011. Wait times also increased during that time, with some people waiting as long as
8 to 10 years for a unit, depending on the location and the number of selections.
For current information on wait times, please visit our website.
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Applicants

Niagara Regional Housing
Niagara Region Headquarters,
Campbell East
2201 St. David’s Rd., Thorold
Ontario L2V 3Z3
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905-682-9201
1-800-232-3292
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www.nrh.ca
Please call 905-682-9201
if you need this information
in a different format.
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